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Director’s Statement -

Text by TSAI Ming-liang

In 2011, the National Theater & Concert Hall invited me to create a play
Xiao Kang was in the rehearsal hall one day,

rehearsing a 17-minute slow-walking scene

'The form he displayed as he moved his body extremely slowly
was incredibly beautiful

It touched me immensely

But once the play was over, it was gone

I made a decision quietly there and then

to turn the image of his slow-walking into film,

perhaps with him walking in different cities around the world
I decided to make a total of ten such films

that I would later exhibit at famous art museums
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Curator’s Note
Text by SING So

The Walker is more than a pilgrim through time and space, it’s the transformation of imagery.

In 2011, while rehearsing the stage play On/y You, in the monologue The Fish of Lee Kang-sheng:
The Journey in the Dese e an ex just a few meters. He shifts
between the roles of Tsai Mi ather : y Buddhist monk Xuanz:

motion. It encapsulated the essence of the decades-long collaboration between Tsai and Lee. It
also planted the seed for the open form of cinemsa as been nurturing.

If Lee’s slow walk is the crystallization of his years of collaboration with i, then The Walker
series, which they completed between 2012 and 2024, can be seen as a grand artistic journey
across disciplines, realized through Lee’s embodiment of a red-robed monk in slow, deliberate

motion.

This series includes ten films of varying lengths—No Form, Walker, Sleepwalk, Diamond Sutra,

ége play
No No Steep at MoNTUE— Tsai Ming-Liang Solo Exhibition, Walker, Tsai

the Zhuangwei Dune Visitor Center, and 4 Quest at the Centre Pompidou.

inspired by the 1

decade, The Wall

Kuching, and Tokyo,

takes, the films depict the monk’s journ
the inner self to the broader world.

Within the gallery space, these films do not exist independently but interconnect to form an
nic whole. Presented alongside paper, sutras, mirrors, cha aintings, objects,
rchival materials, an immersive visual environment is ated through mult
installations. Light and shadow, color and texture, missed encounters and fateful meeti
and illusion, the finite and the infinite—these elements weave together to shape the unique
world of the Walker.

Footprints of the Walker:

director, opening up nematic pilgrimage. Imagine the ancient monk from ang’an
who, defying the ir decree, set out resolutely on his westward journey in search of the
Dharma. Similar’ i uses film as his scripture, moving between cinema, theater, and
exhibition spaces, continuously searching beyond spatial, media, and artistic boundaries—to

carve out a Walker’s path that gazes upon time itself.
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et No Form

&1 Taiwan | 2012 | 20min

EMEE Diamond Sutra

&1 Taiwan | 2012 | 21min

Ttk E ) Valking on Water

&1 Taiwan | 2013 | 29min

{75 Where

&1 Taiwan | 2022 | 91min

ﬁ?ﬁjjozn'nqv to the West

B ~ & France, Taiwan | 2014 | 56min

P4 Abiding Nowbhere

&~ 2B/ Taiwan, USA | 2024 | 79min




